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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOREIGN RELATIONS GROUP TO DISCUSS
AMERICAʼS LONGEST WAR

Strategic Advisor to U.S. Military
Command to Speak on Afghanistan

TUCSON, AZ, April 11, 2016—Dr. Stephen Biddle of George Washington University will  
speak to the Tucson Committee on Foreign Relations on the topic, “Afghanistan: How 
Does This End and What Have We Learned?” at a dinner event at Skyline Country Club 
on April 26, 2016. The event is open to TCFR members and their guests.

The 15-year U.S. engagement in Afghanistan is this nationʼs longest war. But for the 
Afghan people the suffering dates back 37 years to the Soviet invasion in 1979. In light 
of this long history of warfare, an unsettled and often corrupt political system in 
Afghanistan, and the complex interplay of interests with other regional players, including 
a volatile Pakistan, Dr. Biddle will examine what is now achievable in Afghanistan and 
what further American contribution makes sense to achieve it.

Dr. Biddle is Professor of Political Science and International Affairs at George 
Washington University. He was a senior civilian advisor to both General David Petraeus 
(in Baghdad in 2007 and Washington, D.C., in 2008-2009) and General Stanley 
McChrystal (in Kabul in 2009). Before joining George Washington University faculty in 
2012, Dr. Biddle was Senior Fellow for Defense Policy at the Council on Foreign 
Relations and taught at the U.S. Army War College and Harvard University. He holds a 
Ph.D. degree from Harvard University.
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The Tucson Committee on Foreign Relations was formed in 1965 to provide the Tucson 
community with international relations education and a non-partisan forum for the 
discussion of foreign policy issues. TCFR brings to Tucson nationally and internationally 
renowned speakers from academia, the diplomatic corps and other positions in 
government, the military, “think tanks,” and non-governmental organizations. Topics are 
selected by the TCFR executive board based on surveys of members.

The membership of TCFR includes present and former diplomats and foreign service 
officers, academics, military officers, international business executives, professionals, 
and many others who simply have an interest in learning more about international 
relations. Events are open to TCFR members and their guests. Information about how 
to join can be found at tcfr.org.

# # #

Inquiries concerning interview opportunities with Dr. Biddle should be directed to Gary 
Guertner, Ph.D., TCFR Vice President, Programs (contact information appears at the 
top of this media release).
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